Week of January 1, 2012

SUNDAY

READING 1 NM 6:22-27

The LORD said to Moses: "Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell
them: This is how you shall bless the Israelites. Say to them:
The LORD bless you and keep you! The LORD let his face shine
upon you, and be gracious to you! The LORD look upon you
kindly and give you peace! So shall they invoke my name upon

the Israelites, and | will bless them."

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8.

R. (2a) May God bless us in his mercy.
May God have pity on us and bless us;
may he let his face shine upon us.

So may your way be known upon earth;
among all nations, your salvation.

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

May the nations be glad and exult
because you rule the peoples in equity;
the nations on the earth you guide.

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

May the peoples praise you, O God;
may all the peoples praise you!

May God bless us,

and may all the ends of the earth fear him!

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

READING 2 GAL 4:4-7

Brothers and sisters:

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son,

born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom those under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. As proof
that you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" So you are no longer a

slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir, through God.

GOSPEL LK 2:16-21

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary
and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they
saw this, they made known the message that had been told

them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what

had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all
these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they

had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them.

When eight days were completed for his circumcision,
he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel

before he was conceived in the womb.

MONDAY

READING 1 1 JN 2:22-28

Beloved:

Who is the liar? Whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ.
Whoever denies the Father and the Son, this is the antichrist.
Anyone who denies the Son does not have the Father,

but whoever confesses the Son has the Father as well.

Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.

If what you heard from the beginning remains in you,

then you will remain in the Son and in the Father.

And this is the promise that he made us: eternal life.

| write you these things about those who would deceive you.
As for you, the anointing that you received from him remains
in you, so that you do not need anyone to teach you.

But his anointing teaches you about everything and is true

and not false; just as it taught you, remain in him.

And now, children, remain in him, so that when he appears
we may have confidence and not be put to shame by him at

his coming.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 98:1, 2-3AB, 3CD-4

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power
of God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done wondrous deeds;

His right hand has won victory for him,

his holy arm.
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R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

The LORD has made his salvation known:

in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
toward the house of Israel.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation by our God.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;

break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of

God.

GOSPEL JN 1:19-28

This is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem
sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, "Who are you?"

He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am not the
Christ.” So they asked him, "What are you then? Are you
Elijah?" And he said, "I am not."” "Are you the Prophet?" He
answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are you, so we can
give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say
for yourself?" He said: "l am the voice of one crying out in the
desert, 'Make straight the way of the Lord," as Isaiah the
prophet said.” Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked
him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or
Elijah or the Prophet?” John answered them, "l baptize with
water; but there is one among you whom you do not
recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal
strap | am not worthy to untie.” This happened in Bethany

across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

TUESDAY

READING 1 1 JN 2:29-3:6

If you consider that God is righteous, you also know that

everyone who acts in righteousness is begotten by him.

See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be
called the children of God. Yet so we are. The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved,
we are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been
revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this

hope based on him makes himself pure, as he is pure.

Everyone who commits sin commits lawlessness, for sin is
lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away
sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who remains in him

sins; no one who sins has seen him or known him.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 98:1, 3CD-4, 5-6

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power
of God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done wondrous deeds;

His right hand has won victory for him,

his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation by our God.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;

break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,

with the harp and melodious song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn

sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

GOSPEL JN 1:29-34

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the

world. He is the one of whom | said, 'A man is coming after
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me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’

I did not know him, but the reason why | came baptizing with
water was that he might be made known to Israel.” John
testified further, saying, "l saw the Spirit come down like a
dove from the sky and remain upon him. | did not know him,
but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me,

'On whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain,

he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'

Now | have seen and testified that he is the Son of God."

WEDNESDAY

READING 1 1 JN 3:7-10

Children, let no one deceive you. The person who acts in
righteousness is righteous, just as he is righteous. Whoever
sins belongs to the Devil, because the Devil has sinned from
the beginning. Indeed, the Son of God was revealed to
destroy the works of the Devil. No one who is begotten by
God commits sin, because God's seed remains in him; he
cannot sin because he is begotten by God. In this way,

the children of God and the children of the Devil are made
plain; no one who fails to act in righteousness belongs to

God, nor anyone who does not love his brother.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 98:1, 7-8, 9

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power
of God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done wondrous deeds;

His right hand has won victory for him,

his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

Let the sea and what fills it resound,

the world and those who dwell in it;

Let the rivers clap their hands,

the mountains shout with them for joy before the LORD.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of

God. The LORD comes;

he comes to rule the earth;

He will rule the world with justice

and the peoples with equity.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of

God.

GOSPEL JN 1:35-42

John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he said, "Behold, the Lamb of God."
The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus.
Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them,
"What are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which
translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?" He said
to them, "Come, and you will see.” So they went and saw
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day.

It was about four in the afternoon. Andrew, the brother of
Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard John and
followed Jesus. He first found his own brother Simon and told
him, "We have found the Messiah," which is translated Christ.
Then he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
"You are Simon the son of John; you will be called Cephas,”

which is translated Peter.

THURSDAY

READING 1 1 JN 3:11-21

Beloved:

This is the message you have heard from the beginning: we
should love one another, unlike Cain who belonged to the Evil
One and slaughtered his brother. Why did he slaughter him?
Because his own works were evil, and those of his brother
righteous. Do not be amazed, then, brothers and sisters, if
the world hates you. We know that we have passed from
death to life because we love our brothers. Whoever does not
love remains in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
remaining in him. The way we came to know love was that he

laid down his life for us; so we ought to lay down our lives for
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our brothers. If someone who has worldly means sees a
brother in need and refuses him compassion, how can the
love of God remain in him? Children, let us love not in word

or speech but in deed and truth.

Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth
and reassure our hearts before him in whatever our hearts
condemn, for God is greater than our hearts and knows
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,

we have confidence in God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 100:1B-2, 3, 4, 5

R. (2a) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
serve the LORD with gladness;

come before him with joyful song.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Know that the LORD is God;

he made us, his we are;

his people, the flock he tends.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,

his courts with praise;

Give thanks to him; bless his name.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
The LORD is good:

the LORD, whose kindness endures forever,
and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

GOSPEL JN 1:43-51

Jesus decided to go to Galilee, and he found Philip. And Jesus
said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the
town of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and told
him, "We have found the one about whom Moses wrote in the
law, and also the prophets, Jesus, son of Joseph, from
Nazareth."” But Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good
come from Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see.”
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him,

"Here is a true child of Israel. There is no duplicity in him."

Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus
answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, | saw you
under the fig tree.” Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are
the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” Jesus answered
and said to him, "Do you believe because | told you that | saw
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this."
And he said to him, "Amen, amen, | say to you, you will see
the sky opened and the angels of God ascending and

descending on the Son of Man."

FRIDAY

READING 1 1 JN 5:5-13

Beloved:
Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came through water and Blood, Jesus
Christ, not by water alone, but by water and Blood. The Spirit
is the one who testifies, and the Spirit is truth. So there are
three that testify, the Spirit, the water, and the Blood, and
the three are of one accord. If we accept human testimony,
the testimony of God is surely greater. Now the testimony of
God is this, that he has testified on behalf of his Son.
Whoever believes in the Son of God has this testimony within
himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar
by not believing the testimony God has given about his Son.
And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. Whoever possesses the Son has life;

whoever does not possess the Son of God does not have life.

| write these things to you so that you may know that you
have eternal life, you who believe in the name of the Son of
God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-
20

R. (12a) Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

or:
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R. Alleluia.

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem;

praise your God, O Zion.

For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
he has blessed your children within you.
R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

or:

R. Alleluia.

He has granted peace in your borders;
with the best of wheat he fills you.

He sends forth his command to the earth;
swiftly runs his word!

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

or:

R. Alleluia.

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob,

his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.
He has not done thus for any other nation;
his ordinances he has not made known to them. Alleluia.
R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

or:

R. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MK 1:7-11

This is what John the Baptist proclaimed:
"One mightier than | is coming after me. | am not worthy to
stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. | have baptized

you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On coming
up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and
the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice
came from the heavens, "You are my beloved Son; with you |

am well pleased.”

OR LK 3:23-38

When Jesus began his ministry he was about thirty years of
age. He was the son, as was thought, of Joseph, the son of

Heli, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi,

the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,

the son of Naggai, the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda,

the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, the son of Melchi,
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam,
the son of Er, the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer,

the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,

the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph,
the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, the son of Melea,
the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan,
the son of David, the son of Jesse, the son of Obed,

the son of Boaz, the son of Sala, the son of Nahshon,

the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni,
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah,

the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,
the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, the son of Serug,

the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,

the son of Shelah, the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad,
the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,

the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared,
the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, the son of Enos,

the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

OR LK 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38

When Jesus began his ministry he was about thirty years of
age.

He was the son, as was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli,
the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha,
the son of Nathan, the son of David, the son of Jesse,

the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Sala,

the son of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin,
the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,

the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac,

the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,
the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem,
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, the son of Enos,

the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.
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SATURDAY

READING 1 1 JN 5:14-21

Beloved:

We have this confidence in God, that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he
hears us in regard to whatever we ask, we know that what we
have asked him for is ours. If anyone sees his brother sinning,
if the sin is not deadly, he should pray to God and he will give
him life. This is only for those whose sin is not deadly. There
is such a thing as deadly sin, about which | do not say that
you should pray. All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that is

not deadly.

We know that no one begotten by God sins; but the one
begotten by God he protects, and the Evil One cannot touch
him. We know that we belong to God, and the whole world is
under the power of the Evil One. We also know that the Son
of God has come and has given us discernment to know the
one who is true. And we are in the one who is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. Children, be

on your guard against idols.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 AND 6A
AND 9B

R. (see 4a) The Lord takes delight in his people.
or:

R. Alleluia.

Sing to the LORD a new song

of praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel be glad in their maker,

let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

or:

R. Alleluia.

Let them praise his name in the festive dance,
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
For the LORD loves his people,

and he adorns the lowly with victory.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

or:

R. Alleluia.

Let the faithful exult in glory;

let them sing for joy upon their couches;

Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

or:

R. Alleluia.

GOSPEL JN 2:1-11

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to
the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus
said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her,
"Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not
yet come." His mother said to the servers, "Do whatever he
tells you." Now there were six stone water jars there for
Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty
gallons. Jesus told them, "Fill the jars with water." So they
filled them to the brim. Then he told them, "raw some out
now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it. And when
the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine,
without knowing where it came from (although the servers
who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the
bridegroom and said to him, "veryone serves good wine first,
and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but
you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this as the
beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so revealed his

glory, and his disciples began to believe in him.




