
Week of February 19, 2012  
 

 

SUNDAY 

READING 1 IS 43:18-19, 21-22, 24B-25 

Thus says the LORD: 

Remember not the events of the past, the things of long ago 

consider not; see, I am doing something new! Now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? In the desert I make a way, in 

the wasteland, rivers. The people I formed for myself, that 

they might announce my praise. Yet you did not call upon 

me, O Jacob, for you grew weary of me, O Israel. You 

burdened me with your sins, and wearied me with your 

crimes. It is I, I, who wipe out, for my own sake, your 

offenses; your sins I remember no more. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 41:2-3, 4-5, 13-14 

R. (5b) Lord, heal my soul, for I have sinned against you. 

Blessed is the one who has regard for the lowly and the poor; 

in the day of misfortune the LORD will deliver him. 

The LORD will keep and preserve him; 

and make him blessed on earth, 

and not give him over to the will of his enemies. 

R. Lord, heal my soul, for I have sinned against you. 

The LORD will help him on his sickbed, 

he will take away all his ailment when he is ill. 

Once I said, "O LORD, have pity on me; 

heal me, though I have sinned against you." 

R. Lord, heal my soul, for I have sinned against you. 

But because of my integrity you sustain me 

and let me stand before you forever. 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

from all eternity. Amen. Amen. 

R. Lord, heal my soul, for I have sinned against you. 

READING 2 2 COR 1:18-22 

Brothers and sisters: 

As God is faithful, our word to you is not "yes" and "no." 

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed to you 

by us, Silvanus and Timothy and me, was not "yes" and "no, " 

but "yes" has been in him. For however many are the promises 

of God, their Yes is in him; therefore, the Amen from us also 

goes through him to God for glory. But the one who gives us 

security with you in Christ and who anointed us is God; he has 

also put his seal upon us and given the Spirit in our hearts as 

a first installment. 

GOSPEL MK 2:1-12 

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it 

became known that he was at home. Many gathered together 

so that there was no longer room for them, not even around 

the door, and he preached the word to them. They came 

bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. Unable to get 

near Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the roof 

above him. After they had broken through, they let down the 

mat on which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their 

faith, he said to the paralytic, "Child, your sins are forgiven." 

Now some of the scribes were sitting there asking 

themselves, "Why does this man speak that way? He is 

blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive sins?" Jesus 

immediately knew in his mind what they were thinking to 

themselves, so he said, "Why are you thinking such things in 

your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins 

are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, pick up your mat and walk?' But 

that you may know that the Son of Man has authority to 

forgive sins on earth" -he said to the paralytic, "I say to you, 

rise, pick up your mat, and go home." He rose, picked up his 

mat at once, and went away in the sight of everyone. They 

were all astounded and glorified God, saying, "We have never 

seen anything like this." 
 
___________________ 
 
MONDAY 

READING 1 JAS 3:13-18 

Beloved: 

Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show his 

works by a good life  in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. Wisdom of this 

kind does not come down from above but is earthly, 

unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition 
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exist, there is disorder and every foul practice. But the 

wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

inconstancy or insincerity. And the fruit of righteousness is 

sown in peace for those who cultivate peace. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 19:8, 9, 10, 15 

R. (9a) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 

refreshing the soul; 

The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, 

giving wisdom to the simple.  

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

The precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing the heart; 

The command of the LORD is clear, 

enlightening the eye.  

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

The fear of the LORD is pure, 

enduring forever; 

The ordinances of the LORD are true, 

all of them just.  

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

Let the words of my mouth and the thought of my heart 

find favor before you, 

O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

GOSPEL MK 9:14-29 

As Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, James, 

John and approached the other disciples, they saw a large 

crowd around them and scribes arguing with them. 

Immediately on seeing him, the whole crowd was utterly 

amazed. They ran up to him and greeted him. He asked 

them, "What are you arguing about with them?" Someone 

from the crowd answered him, "Teacher, I have brought to 

you my son possessed by a mute spirit. Wherever it seizes 

him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, grinds his 

teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive it 

out, but they were unable to do so." He said to them in reply, 

"O faithless generation, how long will I be with you? How long 

will I endure you? Bring him to me."  They brought the boy to 

him. And when he saw him, the spirit immediately threw the 

boy into convulsions. As he fell to the ground, he began to 

roll around  and foam at the mouth. Then he questioned his 

father, "How long has this been happening to him?" He 

replied, "Since childhood. It has often thrown him into fire 

and into water to kill him. But if you can do anything, have 

compassion on us and help us." Jesus said to him, "'If you can!' 

Everything is possible to one who has faith." Then the boy's 

father cried out, "I do believe, help my unbelief!" Jesus, on 

seeing a crowd rapidly gathering, rebuked the unclean spirit 

and said to it,  Mute and deaf spirit, I command you: come 

out of him and never enter him again!" Shouting and throwing 

the boy into convulsions, it came out. He became like a 

corpse, which caused many to say, "He is dead!" But Jesus 

took him by the hand, raised him, and he stood up. When he 

entered the house, his disciples asked him in private, "Why 

could we not drive the spirit out?" He said to them, "This kind 

can only come out through prayer." 
 
___________________ 
 
 
TUESDAY 

READING 1 JAS 4:1-10 

Beloved: 

Where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you 

come from? Is it not from your passions that make war within 

your members? You covet but do not possess. You kill and 

envy but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage war. You do 

not possess because you do not ask. You ask but do not 

receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 

passions. Adulterers! Do you not know that to be a lover of 

the world means enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wants 

to be a lover of the world  makes himself an enemy of God. 

Or do you suppose that the Scripture speaks without meaning 

when it says, 

The spirit that he has made to dwell in us tends toward 

jealousy?  

But he bestows a greater grace; therefore, it says:  
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God resists the proud, 

but gives grace to the humble. 

 

So submit yourselves to God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee 

from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

of two minds. Begin to lament, to mourn, to weep. Let your 

laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection. 

Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 55:7-8, 9-10A, 10B-11A, 

23 

R. (23a) Throw your cares on the Lord, and he will support 

you. 

And I say, "Had I but wings like a dove, 

I would fly away and be at rest. 

Far away I would flee; 

I would lodge in the wilderness." 

R. Throw your cares on the Lord, and he will support you. 

"I would wait for him who saves me 

from the violent storm and the tempest." 

Engulf them, O Lord; divide their counsels.  

R. Throw your cares on the Lord, and he will support you. 

In the city I see violence and strife, 

day and night they prowl about upon its walls.  

R. Throw your cares on the Lord, and he will support you. 

Cast your care upon the LORD, 

and he will support you; 

never will he permit the just man to be disturbed.  

R. Throw your cares on the Lord, and he will support you. 

GOSPEL MK 9:30-37 

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey 

through Galilee, but he did not wish anyone to know about it.  

He was teaching his disciples and telling them, "The Son of 

Man is to be handed over to men  and they will kill him, and 

three days after his death the Son of Man will rise."  But they 

did not understand the saying, and they were afraid to 

question him.  They came to Capernaum and, once inside the 

house, he began to ask them, "What were you arguing about 

on the way?"  But they remained silent. For they had been 

discussing among themselves on the way who was the 

greatest.  Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to 

them, "If anyone wishes to be first,  he shall be the last of all 

and the servant of all."  Taking a child, he placed it in their 

midst,  and putting his arms around it, he said to them, 

"Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives 

me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One 

who sent me." 
___________________ 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 

READING 1 JL 2:12-18 

Even now, says the LORD, return to me with your whole 

heart, with fasting, and weeping, and mourning; Rend your 

hearts, not your garments, and return to the LORD, your God. 

For gracious and merciful is he, slow to anger, rich in 

kindness, and relenting in punishment. Perhaps he will again 

relent and leave behind him a blessing, Offerings and 

libations for the LORD, your God. 

 

Blow the trumpet in Zion! proclaim a fast, call an assembly; 

Gather the people, notify the congregation; Assemble the 

elders, gather the children and the infants at the breast; Let 

the bridegroom quit his room and the bride her chamber. 

Between the porch and the altar let the priests, the ministers 

of the LORD, weep, And say, "Spare, O LORD, your people, 

and make not your heritage a reproach, with the nations 

ruling over them! Why should they say among the peoples, 

'Where is their God?'" 

 

Then the LORD was stirred to concern for his land 

and took pity on his people. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 51:3-4, 5-6AB, 12-13, 

14 AND 17 

R. (see 3a) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 

in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense. 
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Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 

and of my sin cleanse me. 

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

For I acknowledge my offense, 

and my sin is before me always: 

"Against you only have I sinned, 

and done what is evil in your sight." 

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 

and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

Cast me not out from your presence, 

and your Holy Spirit take not from me. 

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Give me back the joy of your salvation, 

and a willing spirit sustain in me. 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

READING 2 2 COR 5:20-6:2 

Brothers and sisters: 

We are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 

to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know 

sin, so that we might become the righteousness of God in 

him. 

 

Working together, then, we appeal to you not to receive the 

grace of God in vain. For he says: 

In an acceptable time I heard you, 

and on the day of salvation I helped you. 

Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the 

day of salvation. 

GOSPEL MT 6:1-6, 16-18 

Jesus said to his disciples: "Take care not to perform 

righteous deeds in order that people may see them; 

otherwise, you will have no recompense from your heavenly 

Father. When you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before 

you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets 

to win the praise of others. Amen, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let 

your left hand know what your right is doing, so that your 

almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees in secret 

will repay you. 

 

"When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to 

stand and pray in the synagogues and on street corners 

so that others may see them. Amen, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. But when you pray, go to your inner 

room, close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will repay you. 

 

"When you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites. They 

neglect their appearance, so that they may appear to others 

to be fasting. Amen, I say to you, they have received their 

reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 

face, so that you may not appear to be fasting, except to 

your Father who is hidden. And your Father who sees what is 

hidden will repay you." 
___________________ 
 
 
THURSDAY 

 

READING 1 DT 30:15-20 

Moses said to the people: 

"Today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and 

doom. If you obey the commandments of the LORD, your God, 

which I enjoin on you today, loving him, and walking in his 

ways, and keeping his commandments, statutes and decrees, 

you will live and grow numerous, and the LORD, your God, 

will bless you in the land you are entering to occupy. If, 

however, you turn away your hearts and will not listen, but 

are led astray and adore and serve other gods, I tell you now 

that you will certainly perish; you will not have a long life 

on the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 

occupy. I call heaven and earth today to witness against you: 

I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the 

curse. Choose life, then, that you and your descendants may 
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live, by loving the LORD, your God, heeding his voice, and 

holding fast to him. For that will mean life for you, a long life 

for you to live on the land that the LORD swore he would give 

to your fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 1:1-2, 3, 4 AND 6 

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 

Blessed the man who follows not 

the counsel of the wicked 

Nor walks in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the company of the insolent, 

But delights in the law of the LORD 

and meditates on his law day and night. 

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 

He is like a tree 

planted near running water, 

That yields its fruit in due season, 

and whose leaves never fade. 

Whatever he does, prospers. 

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 

Not so the wicked, not so; 

they are like chaff which the wind drives away. 

For the LORD watches over the way of the just, 

but the way of the wicked vanishes. 

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 

GOSPEL LK 9:22-25 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

"The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on 

the third day be raised." 

 

Then he said to all, "If anyone wishes to come after me, he 

must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will save it. What profit is there for 

one to gain the whole world yet lose or forfeit himself?" 

 
___________________ 
 
 

FRIDAY 

READING 1 IS 58:1-9A 

Thus says the Lord GOD: Cry out full-throated and 

unsparingly, lift up your voice like a trumpet blast;  Tell my 

people their wickedness, and the house of Jacob their sins.  

They seek me day after day, and desire to know my ways, 

Like a nation that has done what is just and not abandoned 

the law of their God; They ask me to declare what is due 

them, pleased to gain access to God. "Why do we fast, and 

you do not see it? afflict ourselves, and you take no note of 

it?" 

 

Lo, on your fast day you carry out your own pursuits, and 

drive all your laborers. Yes, your fast ends in quarreling and 

fighting, striking with wicked claw. Would that today you 

might fast so as to make your voice heard on high! Is this the 

manner of fasting I wish, of keeping a day of penance: That a 

man bow his head like a reed and lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Do you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? This, 

rather, is the fasting that I wish: releasing those bound 

unjustly, untying the thongs of the yoke; Setting free the 

oppressed, breaking every yoke; Sharing your bread with the 

hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the homeless; Clothing 

the naked when you see them, and not turning your back on 

your own. Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your wound shall quickly be healed; Your vindication 

shall go before you, and the glory of the LORD shall be your 

rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer, 

you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I am! 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 51:3-4, 5-6AB, 18-19 

R. (19b) A heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not 

spurn. 

Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 

in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense. 

Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 

and of my sin cleanse me. 

R. A heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not 

spurn. 
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For I acknowledge my offense, 

and my sin is before me always: 

"Against you only have I sinned, 

and done what is evil in your sight." 

R. A heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not 

spurn. 

For you are not pleased with sacrifices; 

should I offer a burnt offering, you would not accept it. 

My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; 

a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn. 

R. A heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not 

spurn. 

GOSPEL MT 9:14-15 

The disciples of John approached Jesus and said, "Why do we 

and the Pharisees fast much, but your disciples do not fast?" 

Jesus answered them, "Can the wedding guests mourn as long 

as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the 

bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will 

fast." 

 
 
___________________ 
 
 
SATURDAY 

READING 1 IS 58:9B-14 

Thus says the LORD: 

If you remove from your midst oppression, false accusation 

and malicious speech; If you bestow your bread on the hungry 

and satisfy the afflicted; Then light shall rise for you in the 

darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday; 

Then the LORD will guide you always and give you plenty 

even on the parched land. He will renew your strength, and 

you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring whose water 

never fails. The ancient ruins shall be rebuilt for your sake, 

and the foundations from ages past you shall raise up; 

"Repairer of the breach," they shall call you, "Restorer of 

ruined homesteads." 

 

If you hold back your foot on the sabbath from following your 

own pursuits on my holy day; If you call the sabbath a 

delight, and the LORD's holy day honorable; If you honor it by 

not following your ways, seeking your own interests, or 

speaking with malice.Then you shall delight in the LORD, and 

I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; I will nourish 

you with the heritage of Jacob, your father, for the mouth of 

the LORD has spoken. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

R. (11ab) Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in 

your truth. 

Incline your ear, O LORD; answer me, 

for I am afflicted and poor. 

Keep my life, for I am devoted to you; 

save your servant who trusts in you.  

You are my God. 

R. Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your 

truth. 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for to you I call all the day. 

Gladden the soul of your servant, 

for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

R. Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your 

truth. 

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 

Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer 

and attend to the sound of my pleading. 

R. Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your 

truth. 

GOSPEL LK 5:27-32 

Jesus saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the customs 

post. He said to him, "Follow me." And leaving everything 

behind, he got up and followed him. Then Levi gave a great 

banquet for him in his house, and a large crowd of tax 

collectors and others were at table with them. The Pharisees 

and their scribes complained to his disciples, saying, "Why do 

you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?" Jesus said 

to them in reply, 
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"Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but the sick 

do. I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but 

sinners." 
___________________ 
 
 


